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A nd God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; 
and there God put the human being whom God had made.  
And out of the ground, 
God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, 
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil...

And God commanded the human being, 
‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for on that day that you eat of it you shall die.’

+ Genesis 2: 8-9, 16-17 (NRSV)

Do you remember when you first became 

aware of “good and evil”?

Where were you?  

What happened?  

How did it make you feel?
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The tree had given birth to strange fruit, 
Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith, 
and the lynching tree of Calvary. 

It was Jesus on the lynching tree: 

strange fruit.
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An important part of the Christian 

imagination is to be able to see the cross 

in the world around us, to see that “they 

are crucifying again the Son of God and 

holding him up to contempt”  

(Hebrews 6:6, NRSV).

Where do you see Jesus being crucified?

Are there still “lynching trees” in our 

country?  Around the world?



N ight after night, she could not and would not and did not remain 
silent.  Night after night, she took the terror and turned it,  
turned it  against itself.   

Night after night, she flipped the script.  

She took the art of degradation and reversed it into the art of indignation, 
the art of dignity, of protest,  the prophet’s song of justice and hope, 
night after night after night after night,  
until the whole world was listening.
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Can you think of a time when you spoke up 

against injustice, when you  

“flipped the script”?

What “new songs” — musical or otherwise — 

are being sung today to help turn terror 

into poetry, hatred into protest, heartbreak 

into hope, sorrow into joy?



God saw strange fruit; 
God saw Abe and Shipp, 
and all those who were hung up in trees to die.  

God saw Jesus; 
God saw it all, 
and God had a plan for redemption…
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Christian faith proclaims that God is alive 

in the work of redemption, that God will 

transform the lynching tree - the Tree of 

Calvary - back into the Tree of Life, with 

leaves “for the healing of the nations”  

(Revelation 22:2, NRSV).

Have you ever heard God calling you to 

participate in the transformation of the 

world?  Have you witnessed this kind of 

participation in someone else’s life?

What action steps can you, your family, 

your church, your community take this 

week to help God’s new world of love, peace, 

and justice become a reality?  What action 

steps can you commit to taking this year?
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Salt March: Change the World

Gandhi led more than 100,000 people on the “Salt March,” a non-violent 

campaign in which the protesters made their own salt from the sea, an illegal act 

under British rule, as it avoided paying colonial taxes.  This civil disobedience 

inspired millions of common folks to change the world.

With urgency in his voice, the prophet Isaiah says, “Cease to do evil and learn 

to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for 

the widow” (Isaiah 1:16-17, NRSV).  In that spirit, let us introduce you to a 

powerful organization that is working hard to bring racial reconciliation to the 

ends of the earth.

For more information and to get involved, go to saltproject.org.

SALT is a not-for-profit project dedicated to 

reclaiming and sharing the beauty of Christian 

life through film, photography, music, poetry, 

conversation, and resource-sharing that, like salt  

itself, preserves and seasons the best and most 

beautiful of the Christian tradition. 

To see what we’re up to, view our other films, or join 

the team by donating your time, talent, or treasure to 

the cause, go to saltproject.org. We’re a small (but 

mighty!), donor-supported project, and we’re just 

getting started.  Your generosity will help make the 

next SALT film possible.


